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In 1957…

• The Electronics Division grew out of the 
Whitewares Division
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1957 Divisional Meeting  
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Those Were The Days…
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The Pittsburgh Meeting, 1958
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Pittsburgh and Society History

• The society was formed in Pittsburgh in the old Monogahela house 
at the corner of Smithfield St. and Ft. Pitt Blvd.
– In 1958, the 60th anniversary of the society was commemorated with a 

photosensitive glass plaque place in the building in this location.
– Annual night of fun – “Pittsylvania Party” – buffer dinner, big floor show, 

and dance.
– Grew out of the National Brick Manufacturers Association, the poor 

reception accorded to a scientific paper, and the snow!

• The program contained:
– Substantial information on Pittsburgh and its history
– A directory of dining, sightseeing, entertainment, travel aids, and places 

of interest

• The Pittsburgh Section – the first, oldest and largest section and 
more than 1/5 of the charter members
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60th Annual Meeting
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Some Meeting Highlights

• The local section published a 51 page brochure for the 
attendees.

• The meeting was held here in Pittsburgh
• A regular program of scientific papers, technical discussions, 

business meetings and entertainment.
• 2471 attendees; the largest gathering of ceramists in the 

world.
• The Orton Lecture – “Meteorites, Satellites, and Ceramics”

was presented by Dr. John Rinehart from the Smithsonian 
Institute 

• 30 papers from Electronics
• 37 papers from Whitewares
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Formation authorized by the American Ceramic Society 
Board of Directors



ACerS Electronics Division

So, Where Did We Go From There?

• The first Division meeting was held Asbury 
Park, NJ, October 8 - 10, 1958
– 198 registrants at the meeting

• The second Division meeting was held in 
Detroit, MI, September 24 - 26, 1959.
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Some Things Haven’t Changed

• “No action of obligation of 
a section shall be 
considered an action or 
obligation of THE 
SOCIETY”

• Student speaking contest 
on Sunday

• Business meetings on 
Tuesday

• Humor is still the same
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